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INSIDE OUT
Keeping Loved Ones Informed

A Message from the Secretary
The temporary suspension of visitation in
January due to the increase of COVID cases
was a disappointment on many levels but
especially for incarcerated individuals and
their loved ones. I’m very happy to say that
the surge was short-lived, and the prisons are
now able to safely reopen to pre-COVID
operations, including reinstating visitation,
programming, and volunteer opportunities,
Ƥǡ
 .
With the worst of COVID hopefully behind us, we’ve begun to focus on other
initiatives that will improve the daily lives of our incarcerated individuals. The
groundbreaking for the new state-of-the-art facility for Louisiana
Correctional Institute for Women should take place in the coming months,
which will allow the female population to be located in one facility that can
 Ǧ Ƥ  e.
Some additional exciting news is that the Department of Corrections is in
the process of installing air conditioning in assisted living spaces in state
prisons. The Department has also just been funded to develop the structural
plans for air conditioning all spaces in state facilities. Once completed, we
believe these plans will be approved and we will receive the full funding to
execute this project.
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 ƥ     Ǥ
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MacArthur Fellow Donates Libraries to Two Louisiana Prisons
  ǦƤǡ  ǡ         ǡ  
ǡǯ ǡ 
Correctional Center.
Thǡ ͖͔͖͕  
who was sentenced to nine years in prison at age 16, seek to create a space in
prisons to encourage the full realization of self and the exploration of new
possibilities. These will supplement the prisons’ existing libraries by providing
24-hour access to hundreds of books in portable libraries set up within the
    Ǥ ǯ Ƥ    ͕ǡ͔͔͔ 
  Ǥ 
carefully curated through consultations with thousands of poets, novelists,
philosophers, teachers, friends, and voracious readers, resulting in a collection
of books that are not only beloved, but indispensable. The libraries include
contemporary poets, novelists, and essayists alongside classic works from
ǯ The Odyssey to the Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, that
remind us the book has long been a freedom project.
“The Louisiana Department of Corrections shares
our goal of creating opportunities for daily
engagement with literature inside their facilities,
and we are grateful for the quickness with which
the
agency’s
leadership
embraced
this
ǡǳǡ 
  Ǥǲ
      
      ǡ
we have a chance to contribute to another chapter
in the history of incarceration here in the South –
one that is about mercy, hope, and creating
ǦǤ Ƥhand how literature empowers us to confront what
prison does to the spirit, and that inspiration in the form of reading and writing is a gateway to a new future for
those inside prison and a way for those outside to get beyond the dehumanizing stereotypes of those of us who
have served time.”
“I had the opportunity to see Dwayne at a conference not too long ago, and I was so impressed with his
 ǡǳ   ǡ
of Corrections. “We are excited about expanding reading opportunities and 24-hour accessibility to the portable
libraries in the dorms. This donation means so much to our population as it will help broaden their horizons through
reading. We’re hopeful this will help improve the educational level of those who take advantage of this gift.”
About Freedom Reads:
ǡƤ ǡ 
 ǤǤ
 ǡ ơ
  Ǥ 
   ǡhttps://freedomreads.org/.
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  ơ 
This article was adapted from an article previously published in The Walk Talk.
  ǯȋ Ȍ ơ  ǡ 
the recent integration of touchscreen Promethean boards and lessons from Boardworks, a software program with
a library of interactive resources to enrich academic learning.
Th  ǤǤ
ǡ               Ǥ ǲ      
    ǡǳ  Ǥ ǲ    ƪ      
content and practice.”
J ǡ      ǡ          
students. “When teaching math on the Promethean board, students are drawn out of their seats, inciting them to
 ǡǳ Ǥǲ  
level.”
Before the addition of the Promethean
ǡ      
with projectors and computer programs
 Ǥ     
useful, it was still challenging for teachers
 Ǥ
Golatt, an imprisoned academic tutor at
 ǡ 
next-level technology. “In a typical
education setting, a teacher would use
 ȋǤǤ  ǡ ǡ  ǤȌǡ
but those things are not appropriate for
adult leaners,” Golatt says. “The screen
gives students the opportunity to use their hands to aid in the learning process. When this technology is coupled
    ǡ           ȋǡ ǡ 
 ȌǤ”
The students and teachers are enjoying the new devices, and they are taking full advantage of the many features
ơǤǲ ǡǳ Ǥǲ  
the textbook. They can work with other students in screenshare mode. It breaks up learning.”
The tutors are grateful for the addition because it gives them a technological boost to help their peers get an
education. “Now we have the ability to work through software as a group,” Golatt says. “We can save lessons and
examples for future use.”
The Promethean boards allow students to actively engage in their own learning process, which fosters interaction
and provides students and educators the opportunity to use up-to-date technology. Quinten Moran, an academic
ǡ  ơ  Ǥǲ
the Promethean Smartboard has helped educators and students to be more engaged in the educational objective,”
Moran says. “I’m a better tutor because of the addition of the Promethean board.”

Issue 4

Page 3

Spring 2022

DOC Hires Falcon Group to Assess Mental
Health Practices in Prisons
 ȋȌ  
health practices. DO     ȋ  Ȍ   
        ǯ  ǡ  ǡ 
  Ǥ      
   ǡ    Ǥ             
heights, ensuring its utmost potential by delivering real, sustainable results for County and State jurisdictions.
The     ǯ   
includes general mental health services for
the entire DOC population as well as
services and treatment for those with
   Ǥ   
consider mental health services at every
stage of imprisonment, from intake and
evaluations to discharge planning and
 Ǥ   
provide DOC with a comprehensive list of
mental health care enhancements for state
facility services.

Louisiana Correctional Institute for Women Receives Donation
of Feminine Products from Thurman Perry Foundation

      ȋ Ȍ
   Ƥ      
feminine hygiene products from the Thurman Perry
  Ǥ   
        
     Ƥ Ǥ 
foundation provides resources to incarcerated women
and girls. This generous donation will provide each
individual at LCIW with a monthly supply free of charge
on a continual basis in addition to standard issued
menstrual products provided by DOC.
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  ƥ 
ǡ  ƥ   ơǡ
              ƪ Ǥ        ǡ
 ƥ  Ƥ   ǡ  
        ơ     Ǥ   ͖͔͕͛ǡ  
    ȋȌ          ȋ Ȍ     
     ǡ             ơǡ  
 ƥ ǡƥ ǡ   Ǥ  
        ƥ            
population.
The Crime and Justice Institute bridges the gap between research and practice with data-driven solutions that drive
bold, transformative improvements in justice systems. They have built a reputation of innovative thinking and
Ǥ    ǯ   ǡ
     ƥ ers.
This   ƥ   ǦǦ Ǥ 
ǡ              Ƥ Ǥ    
 ơǡơ 
Ǥ Ƥ    ƥ   
individuals, which can lead to a better understanding of the individual’s surroundings, a stronger sense of what is
 ǡ ƪ  .
Th  ƥ    Ǥ ǡ
   Ƥ   ƥ ơ ǡ 
  ƥ     
disadvantages of each choice would be. This provides individuals with a chance to pause and consider every option.
It allows for time where a potentially emotional situation can deescalate.
This training covers several strategies that can improve communication between incarcerated individuals and
 ƥ Ǥ   ͜ǡ͖͔͖͖Ǥ
will continue on May 10-12, 2022, when CJI teaches DOC employees how to implement this training in the future at
ǦǦǤ  ƥ ing.
Theơ Ǥ 
verbally deescalate some dangerous situations, reduces disciplinary issues, creates a better understanding and
    ƥ      ǡ    Ǧ  ǡ
which lowers recidivism.
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Face to Face Again
DOC Returns to Pre-COVID Visitation Operations
  ǡ  ͕͙ǡ ͖͔͖͖ǡ    
  ȋȌ  Ǧ  
operations in state-run prisons. Maintaining in-person
connections with loved ones is critical to a person's
success in prison, and visitation is essential to
strengthening these connections.

Robert Handy and family at Elayn Hunt Correctional Center
during visitation

Vac  Ǧ͕͝ 
 Ǥ   ǡ     
incarcerated individual’s approved visitation list in order to
participate in visitationǤ     ǡ
contact the individual institution.

Pa ǡǡ ǡ Ǧ
 ǡ͜ǣ͔͗ǤǤǦ͘ǤǤ
ȋ Ȍǡǲ 
good to have a contact visit with my son. It’s been two years since I had a chance to see my son and touch my son
  Ǥ   Ǥ ǡ
his grandmother died, and not only was he not able to attend the funeral, but it was hard today being here without
her. I am so grateful for the Department opening up and allowing me to visit with my son.”
ǡǡ  ǡǡǲ ǯǤ
of fact, I was here Monday, and now I am back today on Sunday to see him again. That should let you know just how
happy I am to have a contact visit with my son again. Just to be able to sit here and chat with him, because I love
him and I miss him. This is a great opportunity and I hope it continues.”
For information regarding visitation schedules, contact
the individual institutions. Contact information is below.
Institution
Contact Number
Allen Correctional
ȋ͗͗͛Ȍ͗͜͝Ǧ͚͔͖͝
Center
David Wade
ȋ͕͗͜Ȍ͖͛͝Ǧ͔͔͔͘
Correctional Center

Ǧ ǡ͜ǣ͔͗Ǧ͕͕
ǤǤƬ͕͖ǣ͔͗Ǧ͗ǣ͔͗ǤǤ

Dixon Correctional
Institute

ȋ͖͖͙Ȍ͚͗͘Ǧ͚͖͕͝

Ǧ ǡ͜
a.m.-4 p.m.

Elayn Hunt
Correctional Center

ȋ͖͖͙Ȍ͕͗͝Ǧ͙͙͘͝
ȋ͖͖͙Ȍ͕͗͝Ǧ͚͗͘͘

Ǧ ǡ͛
ǤǤǦ͙ǤǤ

Louisiana
Correctional
Institute for
Women

ȋ͖͖͙Ȍ͕͗͝Ǧ͖͖͗͘

Ǧ ǡ͜
a.m.-4 p.m.

Louisiana State
Penitentiary

ȋ͖͖͙Ȍ͚͙͙Ǧ͖͗͗͘

Ǧ ǡ͝
ǤǤǦ͗ǤǤ

Rayburn
Correctional
Center

ȋ͙͜͝Ȍ͚͚͕Ǧ͚͔͗͜

Ǧ ǡ͜
a.m.-4 p.m.

Raymond Laborde
Correctional
Center

ȋ͕͗͜Ȍ͚͛͜Ǧ͖͕͜͝
Ǥ͖͚͜

Ǧ ǡ͜
ǤǤǦ͘ǣ͔͗ǤǤ
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Hours of Operation
Ǧ ǡ͝Ǧ͕͕ǣ͔͗
ǤǤƬ͕Ǧ͗ǣ͔͗ǤǤ

Ted Alexis and family member at Elayn Hunt
Correctional Center during visitation

Michael Thibodeaux and his father at Elayn Hunt
Correctional Center during visitation
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Angola Rodeo to Take Place for First Time in Two Years
Ǧ ǡ ǡ͖͗Ǧ͖͘ǡ
͖͔͖͖ǡơ Ǩ  
   Ǥ        Ǧ     ǡ  
ǡǦǡ ǦǦ Ǥ͜ǤǤǡǲ
Ǩǳ͕Ǥ.
Thơ
regular visitation. Imprisoned individuals also get to sell items they have made while in prison and share their talents
with visitors.
Tickets are $20.00, and all seats are reserved.
      Ǥ    
Crafts Tickets will be available.
You are encouraged to come early to hear outstanding
bands, feast on a wide array of the South’s best food, and
   ơ   ǡ  
jewelry, leather crafts, paintings, woodwork, lawn and
garden furniture, and toys, all made by incarcerated
individuals.
Tickets can be purchased in advance online at
angolarodeo.comǡ    ȋ͖͖͙Ȍ ͚͙͙Ǧ͖͔͔͗  ȋ͖͖͙Ȍ
͚͙͙Ǧ͖͚͔͛ǡ ͜ǣ͔͗ ǤǤ Ǧ ͘ ǤǤǡ Ǧ Ǥ 
proceeds assist with the funding of cutting-edge reentry
programs, which work to lower recidivism.
  Ǥ Ǥ ǡ̵
website at angolarodeo.com.

Department Narrows Sanctions Regarding
Visitation and Phone Calls
         ǯ
ȋȌ  ơ     
person’s connections with loved ones while in prison,
changes have been made to the Inmate Rulebook and
  Ǥ  Ƥ ǡ     
phone calls may only be used as a possible sanction for a
rule violation where the underlying facts involved in the
  Ǥ 
example, if someone is found guilty of smuggling
contraband into prison from a visitor, restrictions on
visitation may be a possible sanction. The Department
recognizes the value that maintaining connection with
loved ones has on addressing behavioral issues, and
therefore restrictions should only be limited in narrow
circumstances.
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Rayburn Correctional Center Holds Graduation Ceremony
ǡ ͖͝ǡ͖͔͖͖ǡ   Ǥ
Ǥǯ ǡ  
͙ǣ͕͜ Ǥ ̵  Ǥ
Ǥ        ǡ   ǡ     
conferred by Dwayne Lambert, Dean and Dr. Daniel Roberts, Vice Chancellor of Northshore Technical Community
College. Warden Travis Day congratulated the individuals on their accomplishments and expressed his appreciation
     Ǥ ǡ͚͛ Ƥ Ǥ
   ǯy.
   ty.
Nin               
Community College.
Thirteen incarcerated individuals completed the Building Technology Program from Northshore Technical
Community College.
Twelve incarcerated individuals completed the Welding Technology Program from Northshore Technical
Community College.
TǦ    Ƥ Ǥ
 Ǩ
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Noteworthy Accomplishments of People in Prison
Tamika Starks
Ƥ  ͖͔͕͔Ǥ 
incarceration, she has learned that rehabilitation is a choice. She realized
you can go through the motions and take all of the classes, but deciding to
  ơ     Ǥ   
moment she took responsibility for her actions, her narrative changed. She
   ǡ ǡ ͗ǡ     
 Ƥ ǡ Ǥ
pride in being a tutor in vocational classes, and she will graduate this year
from the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.
Both Starks and her daughter applied for a scholarship from The Thurman
 ͖͔͖͕Ǥ  
͕͙ ǤƤ  
to be awarded this scholarship.
Starks says, “Regardless of one’s physical location, the trajectory of an
individual’s path is determined by setting boundaries and establishing order
and structure.” She continues to see the light at the end of the tunnel when she can return home to her children
Ǥǡǲ    Ǥǳ

Darryl Waters
             ǡ
    ͖͔͕͔     ȋȌǡ   
currently the longest serving lead mentor. Since arriving at the prison in 2001,
Waters has dedicated himself to helping others. Through participation in the LSP
 ǡ        
ǡǯơ ǯs.
Prior to becoming a social mentor for the program, Waters worked for KLSP, the
ǯǡơ  ǡ
 ͖͔͔͛Ǥ
          
educational instruction.
In his role as a mentor, Waters focuses on building trust with the mentees, most of whom are younger men hoping
to learn a vocation that will not only serve as an alternative to incarceration but provide a long-term career as well.
“You’re in a setting where everything has calmed down. Watching television, playing chess and cards, a bonding
Ǥ  Ǥ Ƥ Ǥ
ǯơǡǳǤǲǯ Ǥ
But once you gain their trust, they are willing to open up. It’s nice to be able to counsel others so they are able to
handle situations in a more appropriate manner.”
Continued on Page 10
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Waters credits his participation in the program for his leadership and management skills. With much credit given to
ǡ Ǥ ơ
assigned to the program are part of his attempt to provide a better path for others. During his time at LSP, Waters
       ǡ     Ƥ    ͖͔͕͝ 
recommendation from the Louisiana Board of Pardons and Parole, which is currently pending consideration from
the governor. When asked how he maintains his faith and focus, Waters falls back on the phrase he cites to his
ǣǲ  Ǥǳ

Frequently Asked Questions
 Inside Out ͖Ǧ͗

ơ Ǥ
Q: How can I check on the medical/mental health of a prisoner?
A:  Ƥǡ Ȁ Ǥ 
 Ƥ  ǡ
Ƥǡơ 
with you. In these cases, you should contact the facility where the prisoner is housed. Please be aware that even in
instances where one is authorized to access this information, only general information will be shared over the
phone.
P           ơ ͖͘Ȁ͛         
   Ǥ  ǡơ
 Ǥ ơǤ
ǣơ ǫ
A: Ƭƥ Ǥ
penalty imposed by a judge and usually used as an alternative to imprisonment. Parole, on the other hand, is a
status with required supervision that occurs after a person is released from prison. The ultimate governing
authority for those on probation is the sentencing judge while the ultimate governing authority for those on parole
is the Committee on Parole.

Legislative Session 2022
March 14, 2022 - June 6, 2022
 ǡ ͖͖͗ Ǥ
bill expands elibility to participate in the Reentry Court Sentencing Program to include convictions on additional
Ǥ ǡ  Ǥ

Learn More
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Helpful Resources
You can follow the Louisiana Department of
Corrections on YouTube to see helpful information
regarding the imprisonment of a loved one, updates
from Secretary Le Blanc, success stories of formerly
incarcerated individuals, and much moreǨ
Watch Now

The Louisiana Department of Corrections, with the
help of many organizations, creates handbooks to
ơ      ƥ   
with having a friend or family member who is
Ǥ ƤC website.
Learn More

Emergency Resources
  ǡ Ƥ  ǡ 
    ǡǡǡ
 ǡ    ǡ 
DOC website.
Learn More

The Louisiana Department of Corrections
Social Media
@Louisiana_DOC
@LaDeptofCorrections
Louisiana Department of
Corrections
Follow us for important updates!
Issue 4

Ƥ  Ƥ 
to previously
reviously incarcerated individuals or friends
and family members of ccurrently incarcerated
individualǡ
vvidualǡ ǣ

doc.la.gov
laa.gov
lareentryguide.com
ttryguide.com
reentryprograms.com/in/louisiana
tryprograms.com/in/louisia
tr
iaa
reentryessentials.org
ttryessentials.org
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